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One year after the flood: Aurubis Stolberg faces the future with 
renewed strength 
 

» Production back in full operation 

» Majority of facilities have been restored 

» Roland Harings (CEO): “Stolberg is an important company with a 
future in the Aurubis family.” 

 

Hamburg, Germany, July 13, 2022 – One year after the flooding disaster in North 
Rhine-Westphalia and Rhineland-Palatinate, Aurubis Stolberg is back in full 
operation, with the exception of a few attendant facilities. The plant was completely 
flooded on July 14, 2021, as a result of severe weather in the region, and 
production had to be stopped. The employees were evacuated in time so that no 
one was injured. The clean-up operations took about five months. The majority of 
production facilities – excluding two large-scale units that had to be newly 
purchased – were cleaned, repaired and gradually restarted. The first product 
group was delivered to customers again in November 2021, and the final 
production line was restarted in June 2022. The final step to be completed is the 
renovation of the administrative offices and social areas. 
 

Successful reconstruction   

“The rapid reconstruction of the plant is a great success and proof of the solidarity 
in our company. Aurubis Stolberg was and is a company with a future in the 
Aurubis family, because our metals and products are more important than ever for 
the energy transition,” says Roland Harings, CEO of Aurubis. “Immediately after 
the disaster, we decided to completely rebuild the plant. This also provided security 
for the employees, who were financially secured from day one with full continuation 
of pay.” 

Dr. Benjamin Cappi, the new Managing Director of Aurubis Stolberg since April 1, 
experienced the flood as a member of the management team: “We received a 
great deal of strong support from our sister plants, customers, helpful companies, 
and a multitude of volunteers. We managed this reconstruction together; everyone 
at the plant contributed. Our sincere thanks therefore go to everyone involved!” 

By communicating closely with its customers, the site was able to demonstrate its 
reliability and to develop joint pragmatic solutions for the production losses. “We 
used the time to position ourselves better and more strongly for the future,” 
emphasizes Cappi. Disaster management guidelines were also reviewed and 
revised following the flood. However, policymakers and the government must take 
more extensive measures to prevent the extreme consequences of storms such as 
the one in 2021. Aurubis Stolberg is working closely on this with all decision-
makers in the region.  

 

 

mailto:d.kalmbach@aurubis.com
mailto:me.hauschildt@aurubis.com
http://www.aurubis.com/


 

  2/2 

Aurubis Stolberg 

Aurubis Stolberg GmbH & Co. KG is one of the leading European manufacturers of 
semi-finished products made of copper and copper alloys, and is part of the 
Aurubis segment Custom Smelting & Products. About 400 employees produce 
50,000 t of high-precision strip and 10,000 t of wire here annually. Their main areas 
of application are in the electrical and electronics industry, the automotive sector, 
and mechanical engineering. Dr. Benjamin Cappi has been the new Managing 
Director of the site since April 1, 2022. He succeeded Udo Nöbel.   

You can find here a video commemorating the anniversary of the flood.  

 

Aurubis - Metals for Progress 

Aurubis AG is a leading global provider of non-ferrous metals and one of the largest copper 
recyclers worldwide. The company processes complex metal concentrates, scrap metals, 
organic and inorganic metal-bearing recycling materials, and industrial residues into metals 
of the highest quality. Aurubis produces more than 1 million tons of copper cathodes 
annually, and from them a variety of products such as wire rod, continuous cast shapes, 
profiles, and flat rolled products made of copper and copper alloys. Aurubis produces a 
number of other metals as well, including precious metals, selenium, lead, nickel, tin, and 
zinc. The portfolio also includes additional products such as sulfuric acid and iron silicate. 

Sustainability is a fundamental part of the Aurubis strategy. “Aurubis responsibly transforms 
raw materials into value” – following this maxim, the company integrates sustainable 
conduct and business activities into the corporate culture. This involves a careful approach 
to natural resources, responsible social and ecological conduct in everyday business, and 
sensible, healthy growth. 

Aurubis has about 7,200 employees, production sites in Europe and the US, and an 
extensive service and distribution system in Europe, Asia, and North America. 

Aurubis shares are part of the Prime Standard Segment of the German Stock Exchange and 
are listed in the MDAX, the Global Challenges Index (GCX), and the STOXX Europe 600. 

Further information at www.aurubis.com 
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