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Maintenance shutdown at Aurubis plant in Hamburg completed 
successfully 
 

» Investment of about € 72 million in sustainable copper and metal 
production  

» Fit for the future: more than 480 maintenance and environmental 
protection measures implemented in 56 days 

» Focus on health and safety: consistent implementation of 
occupational safety rules 

 

Hamburg, June 28, 2022 – The planned maintenance shutdown at the Hamburg 
Aurubis plant was successfully completed today. Aurubis carried out a total of 
480 technical renovations and maintenance measures throughout the smelter, as 
well as taking action to improve the site’s environmental protection. In addition to 
inspecting the waste heat boiler, the multimetal company renovated the plant’s 
highest forge, which stretches up to 135 meters, installed two new metallurgical 
cranes and replaced heat exchangers in the contact plant – the latter of which was 
done in preparation for the second expansion stage of industrial heat extraction 
project to supply up to 20,000 households in Hamburg with CO2-free industrial heat 
as early as 2024.  

 

Highest expectations for quality of work  

“With this shutdown, we have invested a total of € 72 million in the increased 
effectiveness of our production facilities and the further improvement of the site’s 
environmental protection – € 59 million in just this year,” explains Aurubis Chief 
Operating Officer (COO) Heiko Arnold. The shutdown lasted a total of 56 days, 
11 days longer than originally planned. Unfavorable weather conditions, which 
delayed certain crane operations due to high winds, and necessary additional work 
that could only be identified after operations were shut down, led to the longer 
maintenance time. “When it comes to the quality and safety of our maintenance 
work and production facilities, we don’t make any compromises. We put great 
value on the flawless execution of all this work, so we took more time to complete it 
in order to now be able to safely and reliably return to production,” emphasizes 
Heiko Arnold. 

Although the extra shutdown days have an impact on earnings, they do not change 
the current year’s forecast for operating earnings before taxes (EBT). The 
multimetal company continues to expect an operating EBT between € 500 and 
600 million. 

 

Occupational safety always top priority 

The execution of the maintenance shutdown is a large-scale logistical and 
technical project, the planning for which began immediately following the last large-
scale shutdown in 2019. On the busiest days, up to 2,000 employees were working 
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on the project on plant premises, 1,500 of whom were employees of partner 
companies, suppliers and service providers. Just like during regular operations, 
occupational health and safety were the top priority in this complex large-scale 
project. “We succeeded in consistently implementing compliance with occupational 
safety rules for all employees,” explains Axel Brand, Production Manager at 
Aurubis. “Our standard is and remains to have zero accidents and injuries in 
regular operations and also during such a large-scale project.” 

Scheduled maintenance shutdowns are carried out in many large industrial plants, 
including at other international Aurubis production sites. Aurubis was also prepared 
for this year’s shutdown at the Hamburg plant: Customers were supplied the entire 
time, because enough anodes were reserved to be able to fill the tankhouse and 
produce high-purity copper cathodes. This ensured that the production facilities for 
Rod and Shapes also had sufficient input material to serve all customers. 

 

 

Aurubis - Metals for Progress 

Aurubis AG is a leading global provider of non-ferrous metals and one of the largest copper 
recyclers worldwide. The company processes complex metal concentrates, scrap metals, 
organic and inorganic metal-bearing recycling materials, and industrial residues into metals 
of the highest quality. Aurubis produces more than 1 million tons of copper cathodes 
annually, and from them a variety of products such as wire rod, continuous cast shapes, 
profiles, and flat rolled products made of copper and copper alloys. Aurubis produces a 
number of other metals as well, including precious metals, selenium, lead, nickel, tin, and 
zinc. The portfolio also includes additional products such as sulfuric acid and iron silicate. 

Sustainability is a fundamental part of the Aurubis strategy. “Aurubis responsibly transforms 
raw materials into value” – following this maxim, the company integrates sustainable 
conduct and business activities into the corporate culture. This involves a careful approach 
to natural resources, responsible social and ecological conduct in everyday business, and 
sensible, healthy growth. 

Aurubis has about 7,200 employees, production sites in Europe and the US, and an 
extensive service and distribution system in Europe, Asia, and North America. 

Aurubis shares are part of the Prime Standard Segment of the German Stock Exchange and 
are listed in the MDAX, the Global Challenges Index (GCX), and the STOXX Europe 600. 

Further information at www.aurubis.com 
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