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Aurubis awarded Best Practice in Energy Efficiency 

label  

Hamburg / Lünen, November 2, 2015 - Aurubis AG was awarded the Best Prac-

tice in Energy Efficiency label by the German Energy Agency (dena) on Mon-

day in Berlin. The company’s innovative project to produce electricity highly 

efficiently and flexibly on the basis of waste heat at the Lünen Recycling 

Center was honored.  

The melting processes used to recover metals at the Aurubis Group’s Lünen Recy-

cling Center result in a high volume of waste heat that is used to produce steam in 

waste heat boilers. A two-stage condensation turbine was installed to utilize the 

steam optimally. This turbine with a maximum wattage of about 6 MW is distin-

guished by its high level of innovation. The facility, which was designed for Aurubis’ 

needs, is in a position to make use of the production plant’s fluctuating waste heat 

steam profile fully automatically and flexibly with intelligent measurement and con-

trol systems. In the process, the production facilities’ waste heat is converted into 

electricity and the residual heat is used for additional processes, achieving the 

optimum energy recovery possible. 

This installation is referred to as a cogeneration plant, which produces electricity 

and useful heat at the same time. This allows the fuel utilized – in this case the 

waste heat – to be used much more efficiently than conventional production in 

separate facilities.  

The installation at the Aurubis Lünen Recycling Center produces about 23 million 

kWh of electricity annually. This corresponds to about 14 % of the Lünen plant’s 

electricity demand or the average electricity demand of roughly 6,500 three-person 

households. Furthermore, this prevents 14,000 t of CO2 emissions per year (dena 

CO2 factor).  

“This distinction honors our innovative force and our commitment to the highest 

level of energy efficiency. At the same time, it serves as a motivation to stay on the 

ball,” said Astrid Herbers, Plant Manager at the Aurubis recycling site in Lünen, 

about the distinction. 

In addition to the Best Practice in Energy Efficiency label, Aurubis’ two-stage con-

densation turbine was nominated for the international Energy Efficiency Award 

2015. Aurubis is thus one of the 15 best applicants of the group of about 100. The 

award winners will be honored during the dena Energy Efficiency Congress in front 

of an audience of specialists and decision-makers from industry, business, politics 

and research on November 16, 2015 in Berlin. 

The steam turbine was licensed by the German Federal Office for Economic Affairs 

and Export Control as a highly efficient cogeneration plant and thus receives co-

generation funding.  
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Company profile  

Aurubis is the leading integrated copper group and the largest copper recycler worldwide. We produce 

more than 1 million t of copper cathodes annually and from them a variety of copper products. Produc-

tion expertise is our strength and the driving force of our success. 

Aurubis has about 6,300 employees, production sites in Europe and the USA and an extensive service 

and sales system for copper products in Europe, Asia and North America.  

Thanks to our wide range of services, we rank among the global leaders in our industry. Our core busi-

ness is the production of marketable copper cathodes from copper concentrates, copper scrap and 

recycling raw materials. These are processed within the Group into continuous cast wire rod, shapes, 

rolled products and strip as well as specialty wire made of copper and copper alloys. Precious metals 

and a number of other products, such as sulfuric acid and iron silicate, round off our product portfolio. 

Customers of Aurubis include companies in the copper semis industry, the electrical engineering, elec-

tronics and chemical industries as well as suppliers of the renewable energies, construction and auto-

motive sectors. 

Aurubis is oriented to growth and to increasing corporate value: the main focuses of our strategy are on 

expanding our leading market position as an integrated copper producer, utilizing growth opportunities 

and practicing a responsible attitude when dealing with people, resources and the environment.  

Aurubis shares are part of the Prime Standard Segment of the Deutsche Börse and are listed in the 

MDAX and the Global Challenges Index (GCX). 

Further information at www.aurubis.com  
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