
Aurubis is committed to a circular economy 
Once they have been produced, metals have lasting value. Most of the time, however, this value is hidden in a broad 
range of goods such as electronic devices and vehicles. Aurubis is a leading company in the recycling of copper, 
precious metals, and other non-ferrous metals. We are specialized in recovering valuable metals from even the most 
complex recycling raw materials, processing and reintroducing these metals to the material cycle. 
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Our contribution to a sustainable circular economy: 
	» Integrated smelter network for extracting different metals simultaneously
	» Innovative recycling solutions for various raw materials
	» Recovery of metals from complex input materials
	» Implementation of “closing-the-loop” solutions with our customers
	» Modern and reliable analysis and evaluation of the input materials
	» Certified quality recycler
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Metal recycling: The Aurubis way

Recycling
materials

Sampling/
material

Processing/
metal recovery

Metals/
products

For example:

...

For example:

...

 

Alloy scrap

Industrial 
residues

Sewage 
sludge

Lead slag

Filter dust

Further processing

E-scrap

Copper scrap

Circuit boards

Plastics

Alumi-
nium

Copper

Cu

Gold

Au
Lead

Pb

Silver

Ag
Nickel

Ni

Sulfuric acid

Minor metals 

Platinum group metals 
                       (PGMs) 

Zinc

Zn

Especially 
high-purity 
copper recycling 
materials

Especially more 
complex recycling 
materials

Input for primary 
smelters (Hamburg and 
Pirdop) – especially 
for cooling purposes

Input for 
secondary smelters 
(Hamburg, Lünen, 
Olen, and Beerse)

Metal recycling at Aurubis ⋅ Last update 07/2021

Site specializations 
Our Aurubis Group sites form a close-knit recycling  
network, with our smelter sites serving as the  
foundation:

Lünen (DE): The recycling center dismantles and  
processes complex electrical and electronic scrap, 
among other materials. This enables the corporate 
group to extract metals such as copper, lead, gold, 
silver, and nickel. 

Hamburg (DE): In addition to processing copper 
concentrates, this site also recycles electrical and 
electronic scrap as well as copper scrap of different 
qualities to produce copper cathodes and precious 
metals, for example.

Beerse (BE)/Berango (ES): Metallo is specialized 
in the recovery of non-ferrous metals from different 
material flows, especially from complex recycling 
materials and those with low metal contents.

Olen (BE): In Olen, pure copper scrap is an impor-
tant input material for producing anodes and copper 
cathodes.

Pirdop (BG): In addition to copper concentrates, this 
site also uses pure copper scrap as input material.

With the 100 % subsidiary E.R.N. and the joint venture 
CABLO GmbH with TSR, the Group also includes two 
companies that specialize in recycling cable production 
waste and cable scrap as well as recycling electrical and 
electronic devices.
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